
Stories Aligned by a Clear View of Life
critic, asset t dislike of the

SOME f collecting shoit .stories in a

book, and some even profess belief that
the performance violates a canon of art.
These latter iconoclasts probably, like
other iconoclasts, rnjoy setting up canons
just for the fun of bowling them over.

If they had their way, whore would O.

Henry be? --Mrs. Gcrould built a windmill

of O. Henry leaves, and Uicn tilted at it
tfiost joyously. Hut 0. Henry keeps right
on selling. And to give heed to this illus-

tration is not to let commerce beg the
question for art.

There is one soit of pleasure in Kim or
Captains Courageous, and another in The

Pay's Work or Plain Tales from the II ilk.
Mrs. Wharton is not less Uie artist in a
fcbort story than in The Howe of Mirth
and if she puts ten short stories into a
single binding, she h, by the simplest of
calculations, tin times as much of an
artist.
Seven Good Tales.

Let them babble of ''genre" and the
'laws' of art: a good book is a good

book, and John Taintor Foote's The
LueVy Seven is one. The seven stories

re not sequential. They have different
settings, they tell about people of differ-

ent types. Hut John Taintor Footc is in
every page, and so the book is one book.

Good material may be spoiled by bad
Extra good technique may go

surprisingly far with poor materials. Mr.
Foote's technique is so admirable that, ac-

cording to a recollection in which we have
perfect confidence, it lias been held up as
a model in books on the art of story writ-

ing. And the "idea" of each of these
Ktories is lifelike and worth considering.
The people act like people; possibly a lit-

tle bit more like short story people than
like real people, but they are not dum-

mies.

A "Gripping" Author.
Some people might call Andrew Day,

in the first story, Holters, a "dummy,"' im-

plying delicicncy in some of the practical
qualities. Hut Andrew was a lit-r- y feller!
He wrote great, strong, "gripping' nov-

els; they were only moderately popular
at first naturally, because they told the
truth. The consequences of downright
truth telling are likely to be, whether
pleasant or unpleasant, as luck will have
it, always extreme in degree.

Andrew became a lion when a cole- -

WHY
did the Kaiser and King
Constantine discuss this
war at a secret confer-
ence five months before

the war started?

This and many other questions that
have perplexed the work! are

by Demetra Vaka in the
most sensational war book of the
year an amazing record gathered
first-han- d from kings, ministers and
generals of the trail of intrigue and
corruption that stretches down- - the
centre of Furope.
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OF GERMAN
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Author of "Haremlik," etc.
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An American Diplomatist's Diary

By Lewis Einstein
Mr. Kinstcln Kpp' a diary from day

to day hilo a member of tht- - 1 nited
Statffi Embassy In Constantinople dur-ls- K

the Danlanellm Kipcriitinu. and
in tlil Ixxik n- - pv-- s a remarkable picture
of life inside tuo Turkish Capitol.
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bratcd British writer, landing on these
shores, announced that he had come to
see the Grand Canyon and talk to Andrew
Day. But lionhood came too late! In
wooing the imise Andrew had neglected,
shamefully, we think, though he looked

Mr. Morris's New Book
MORRIS'S new

GOUVERXEUR
would surely

be among the best sellers in summer.
About two-thir- of the volume treats

of the tickle passions of Fred Dayton;
the last third shows his nature "rclined
by war." In brief, the story is this:

Dayton loves his wife, but also other
women; indeed the only fixed star in his
course is his small daughter Ellen. When
she dies in Paris the world seems to stop.
Just before the war Dayton hears of
another daughter whose evidence he has
not suspected. The mother is a pretty
Parisian girl.
A Change of Heart.

This child he finds after a long while,
and though she is ery like the adored
Ellen, he gives her up as a penance for
deserting her mother.

NEW

forward to her share in the fruits of Lis
assured ultimate triumph, his very charm-

ing little wife. It would have been a
simple matter for any man but a literary
genius to take Mrs. Day out 'fur an eve-

ning's fun instead of letting her sit night

And now he begins to look back on his
eld life with loathing the war has
brought out his nature and he
and his wife start again to find what hap-

piness the world may bold for them.

It is just here that one .feels inclined
to quarrel with Mr. Morris. It would
he absurd to accuse so old a hand of not
knowing how to tell bis story well, but he
tells it lazily; he issues bulletins as to the
htates of mind of his various characters;
he does not work up his story sufficiently
for the reader to find out those mental
fctates for himself. And as a re.-u- lt tho
characters remain characters to the end;
they never undergo that charming meta-

morphosis into human beings.

Rut it's by no means a bad story. It
always holds the attention, it is often in-

teresting and sometimes amusing.

IMS DAUOHTEB. P.r Goivkknu e Mor-

ris. Scribner. $155.

Tricks of the Trade
By J. C. Squire

12. $1.25

"One ol the most diverting books of ptirody in
recent years. There tire as many styles of parodie
writing exhibited as there are styles parodied. In
the first half are ten imitations of work of contem-
porary writers. In the second, ten duplex parodies
which keep two balls in the air at once in a bewilder-
ing but brilliant fashion. These burlesques are
criticism of no mean order."-- - The Dial.
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after night with nothing to do hut listen
to the scratching of her husband's pen.
Andrew did really mean to take her out,
but the paragraphs of power began to

press for utterance just at opera time.

Losing His Grip.
So along came Monty Fay. the vulgarly

opulent "lilm promoter," and an unfor-
tunate affinity developed between him

ami Mrs. Day. They ran away the
story falls into riiymc and Andrew be-

took himself to the doubtful condolence
that comes in bottle. We are led to sup-

pose that his ruin was complete, ltecaufc

he had a hitherto restrained hut poten-

tially destructive alcoholic heredity.
Xot until after the catastrophe did An-

drew Day recognize the force of his
friend's cryptic adice, away back at the
opening of this long short story, to "feed
a bolter."' That was the friend's name
for a bird dog of otherwise impeccable
behavior that insisted on eating retrieved
birds. The only way to check the bolter's
bad habit is to keep him too well fed
to Xow is the point of the story
clear?

Themes of the Stories.
In Coldie May we have the story of a

girl's tragedy; a victim of the old, old
"way of a man with a maid.'' lied Fox
Furs shows us German propaganda at its
sly and devilish work. Attginta's H ridge

divorce with a sharp satirical twist.
A I akc in the Fourteenth Hound a Ger-
man saloon keeper's daughter and a young
Irish boxer, with a victory for true love
over social and racial opposition. In
Old J'aslnres a cab horse remembers his
gallant outh on a blue grass racetrack.

An odd assortment of ''characters," but
the reader emerges, not with jangling im-

pressions, but with the memory of a sin-

gle dear theme brought out with skilful
shadings and by .smartly ordered means.
If any one of the stories holds the memory
longer than others it is Opus 13, Xnmtier

. A treat musician painfully hides his
art, taking lesions from the girl with
whom he has fallen in love. She hears
him play in publie and calls him to ac-

count. He has not English enough to tell
the Ude of his passion, and pours out the
story of his love in the notes of music.

Any writer who can use such simple
materials as this with such effectiveness
as Mr. Foote gives this story is a master
indeed of the very special art of short
story writing.

TITI- - LUCKY BEVEX. liy John Tais-TO- it

Footc 1). Amiltton 4. Companr.
$1.40.

More "Atlantic" Essays.
OEVEXTEEX essays taken from the

pages of the Atlantic Monthly have
been gathered into a second volume of
Atlantic Classics.

The topics arc exceedingly varied
How pleasant and diverting a good es-

sayist can be, even in this day, is dis-

closed by a bit of Robert Gay's The
Temple's Difficult Door. Suggesting that
the Greek statues were possibly happier
after their arms and brads and legs had
been lost, Mr. Gay continues:

To take the illustration from a lower
jilaUP, may it not be that we get a keener
pleasure out of eating an Imperfect apple?
It is neither the lest possible apple, which
would have been perfect, nor tho worst
possible apple, which would have a kind
of perfection; it has a worm at
the core; but r wonder whether wo do not
enjoy it more because wo have to keep
from eating him. Hesidts. hn arouses In
our mind all sorts of quc&tioninKs. Why
in he there? What kind of worm is he?
How did he pet in? How would he have
Kotten out If we had not ousted him?

I am rather proud of til's little apologue
of the apple, for the perfect apple could
have roused no fineries which the defective
apple does not. The same subtle influences
went to make both: the same elements,
the same forces, the same chemical proc-
esses. Rut the defective apple has in ad-
dition to all these the worm.

ATLANTIC CLASSICS: Skcond Sekies.
Atlantic Monthly Press. $1.2.".
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.4 Story of Secret Service
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